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SECOND MEETING OF INDEX COMMITTEE 


The second meeting of the Committee of Consultants for the 
Study of the Indexes to Medical Literature published by the Army 
Medical Library was held at the Library on Friday, 19 November 
1948. Dr. Lewis H. Weed, the Chairman, opened the meeting at 
10a.m. Two members of the Committee, Dr. William S$. Middleton 
and Mr. Ralph R. Shaw, were unable to attend. 

Dr. Morris Fishbein outlined the development of the Quarterly 
Cumulative Index Medicus and the technique of its publication by 
the American Medical Association. He expressed his interest in the 
purpose for which the Committee was appointed and his hope that 


its studies would result in a single, cumulative index to medical 
literature. 


Miss Magdalene Freyder gave the Committee additional infor- 
mation and will furnish a written statement on the publication and 
distribution of the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus. 

At the afternoon session, Dr. Claudius F. Mayer, Editor of the 
Index-Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office, 
U.S. Army, and Miss Mildred C. Kuch, Editor of the Current List 
of Medical Literature, discussed the preparation of their respective 
publications. 


Friday, 7 January 1949, was tentatively selected as the date for 
the next meeting of the Committee. 


NEW VOLUME OF INDEX-CATALOGUE 


Volume X (M-Mez), Fourth Series of the Index-Catalogue of 
the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office, has just been distrib- 
uted. This 57th volume consists of 1,136 pages and includes 7,214 
author titles, 5,890 subject titles for books and pamphlets, and 
62,876 subject titles for journal articles. 

Also released in a separate volume was the “List of Abbrevia- 


tions for Serial Publications referred to in the Fourth Series of the 
Index-Catalogue.” 
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DR. SCHULLIAN BACK FROM ITALY 


Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, Curator of Rare Books of the 
History of Medicine Division, returned to New York on the 
Saturnia, Sunday, November 14, from a three weeks’ stay in Italy, 

While in Rome, Dr. Schullian resided at the American Acad- 
emy, of which she is a Fellow, and worked at the Vatican Library 
in both the Manuscript Room and the Printed Book Room. At the 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, she consulted Dr. Teresa Guarna- 
schelli, who keeps the union records of incunabula in Italy. She 
visited also the Biblioteca Nazionale in Naples, where the direftrice, 
Dr. Guerriera Guerrieri, showed her the various collections. This 
Library in Naples was damaged by bombing during the war but 
has been restored and was to be rededicated on November 19. 

Of special interest was an institution apparently not too well 
known in this country, the Instituto di Storia della Medicina, estab- 
lished in 1937 at the University of Rome. Its present director is 
Prof. Adalberto Pazzini, who with his assistant, Dr. Luigi Stroppi- 
ana, has described its first ten years in the 1947 volume of the 
Pagine di Storia della Scienza e della Tecnica. The library of the 
Institute is small, with some 5600 author cards in its catalog, but this 
is supplemented by a Documentario Bibliografico of more than 
100,000 cards on various aspects of the history of medicine, includ- 
ing a subject file and an author file of early source material, the latter 
with indication of the location of copies; a subject file and an author 
file of medical histories; an iconographic file, a date file, a file of 
periodicals, and a biographical file. The Institute also possesses a 
very rich museum illustrating the history of medicine. 


The Editor of the Antiquarian Bookman informs the Library 
that Dr. Schullian’s article ““The Army Medical Library” in the issue 
of his publication for October 30, 1948 “Shas called forth more letters 
and comment than any other we have run in AB! Most writers 
did not realize the vast extent of the Army Medical Library.” 


Reprints of the article are available on request to the Director. 


CARD FILE 


The Documents Section maintains a file of cards on medical 
subjects, supplied by the Science and Technology Project of the 
Library of Congress. The cards bear abstracts of research reports 
received from government agencies and from private institutions 
doing research under contract for government agencies. The cards 
are arranged by subject, by author, and by agency. 
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EXHIBIT 


A new exhibit now on view depicts one hundred and eight 
years of cataloging and indexing in the Army Medical Library. 
The earliest catalog, 1840, is a manuscript of 23 unnumbered leaves 
listing 135 titles. The first printed catalog, May 10, 1864, lists 485 
titles under 9 subject groups. The second catalog, October 23, 1865, 
lists 601 titles under 11 subjects. The catalog dated June 12, 1868, 
is alphabetically arranged and notes the accession numbers. In 1869, 
three subject catalogs were published, listing the Library’s holdings 
on Military Medicine, Yellow Fever, and Cholera. 





The first catalog prepared under the direction of Colonel John 
Shaw Billings is the author catalog of 1872, which was revised and 
extended into a 2-volume catalog [1873-74] and one supplementary 
volume of serials in 1874. In the Specimen Fasciculus, Billings 
established the style of the Index-Catalogue. 

The first volume of the Index Medicus, conducted by the 
Library from 1879 to 1927, is displayed, together with the first 
and latest volumes of the Index-Catalogue and several issues of the 
Current List of Medical Literature. 


HISTORICAL DIVISION ADOPTIONS 


Twenty-five members of the Library’s Historical Division staff 
have adopted Yves Laurent, an 8-year-old French boy, through the 
Foster Parents’ Plan for War Children, Inc. Since the death of 
Yves’ father, who had served with the French Army and was killed 
in December 1944 while working with the French Underground, 
his mother has had great difficulty providing for her five children. 

The Chief Historian of the Historical Division, Dr. Donald O. 
Wagner, has adopted a 13-year-old English boy through the same 
agency. 


CIRCULATION NEWS NOTE 


Regardless of the many obstacles encountered daily in servicing 
the Library’s large and scattered collection, actually but a very 
small percentage of the material requested cannot be located. This 
year’s figures for the month of September reveal that out of 9,770 
requests for titles in the Library, only 338 or 342% could not be 
found. In October, 11,766 similar requests were received and 491, 
or slightly more than 4%, could not be located. Until the Library 
can be fully cataloged, it is inevitable that a certain number of 
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pieces cannot be located. This is due to inconsistent and inadequate 
records, extensive backlogs of unbound material, constant shifting 
of the collection necessitated by space difficulties and recataloging, 
and the variance in filing methods used in the past. 


TALKS TO STAFF 


Brigadier General Raymond O. Dart, Director of the Army 
Institute of Pathology, spoke to an interested group of AML staff 
members on the organization, activities, and functions of the Insti- 
tute on Monday afternoon, 8 November, in Library Hall. 


Miss Mildred Doss of the Bureau of Animal Industry, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, described her Bureau’s publication “The Index- 
Catalogue of Medical and Veterinary Zoology” for the information 
of Library staff members, on Tuesday morning, 9 November, in the 
Army Institute of Pathology Conference Room. 


ACQUISITIONS 


Bulletin No. 1, July 1948, a preliminary to the announced 
Bulletin of the Association which is promised for January 1949, 
published at the offices of the Honorary Secretary, British Medical 
Association House, Tavistock Square, London, has been received 
from the World Medical Association. 


A recent purchase was Real’naia Entsiklopedia Meditsinskikh 
Nauk, “Mediko-Khirurgicheskii Slovar”, edited by Eulenberg and 
Afanaseff, Volumes 1 to 21 and two Supplements, 1891-1901. 

Word has come from Germany that distribution has begun of 
some 120 boxes of duplicates sent to OMGUS for German libraries: 
450 kg. to Heidelberg, 300 to Giessen, 150 to Naturmuseum Secken- 
berg, Frankfurt, etc. In a letter dated 4 November, Hans Bott, 
Chairman of the Zonal Distributing Center of the Ministry of 
Culture, expresses the gratitude of the recipient libraries. 


RECENT VISITORS 
Mr. Alvaro de la Fuente, Biblioteca del Congreso, Santiago, Chile. 
Dr. E. Grasset, Directeur de l'Institut d’Hygiéne, Professeur a l’Universite, 
Geneve. 
Mr. Arthur G. Hasso, Archivist of the Royal State Archives of Denmark, 
Copenhagen. 


Dr. Antoni Leveque, Chief Surgeon of the General Hospital, Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti. 
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